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into much higher latitudes in the interior of the continents, especially in
Asia.
Both grasses and bushes are found in deserts. The plants which sup-
port such wandering people as the Arabs consist of grasses and other small
herbaceous forms which sprout quickly after the infrequent rains, remain
green only a few weeks, and then quickly wither and disappear so that
one would never know they had existed. In most deserts, however, there
is also a more permanent type of vegetation, consisting of little bushes
spaced far apart so that each has a large area where it can spread its roots
horizontally and thus get as much water as possible from each infrequent
shower. Some types, which grow in hollows, form what may be called
an inverted forest, for the roots reach far down to groundwater, and are
so large that they form as it were an underground forest, far bigger than
the small plants that rise above the surface. Throughout much of the
desert, however, the water table, or level of permanent groundwater, lies
so far below the surface that plants are unable to reach it.
Although the total number of plants in a desert is small compared with
moister regions, the number of species is large. Not only are there the
relatively long-lived bushy types, the temporary grasses, and the other
herbaceous forms which grow up quickly after rains, but moist spots-
support the kinds of vegetation that grow in regions of abundant rain,
while the salt lakes are surrounded by species similar to those that grow on
the seashore. In addition to this the desert is full of highly specialized
plants, like the cactus, adapted for storing large quantities of water. The
cactus can retain water' so long that specimens which were pulled up by
the roots and hung in a dry place for eight years still retained half as
much water as at the beginning. The desert of northwestern Mexico is
the home of a curious, almost leafless bush somewhat larger than a currant
bush. Its stout, tapering stems are covered with a glossy bark and look
hard and woody. When a twig is cut, however, the knife goes through
it easily as if it were made of wax, and drops of sap begin to fall almost
in a stream. The bark is waterproof, but wherever it is broken the stored
water oozes out rapidly. Because of the necessity of adapting themselves
to extreme aridity, many of the genuine desert plants are peculiarly awk-
ward in appearance. Their fat> hairy stems, their spines, and their fuzzy
or leathery leaves seem uncouth compared with the graceful* vegetation of
moister regions.
(6) Subtropical Dry Forest. On the cooler borders of the desert,
especially on the western side of the continents," tie^getation in latitude's
3(T to ,40°, or higher, consists of subtropical dry foresl,'trie"Mediterranean
^tjcpe (No. 7) in Plate II. This is also found on many mountains wfich
rise within the desert itself. It is coiriposed of small, gnarled, hard-leaved

